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Part I. Development of  
the Terence A. Tanner Collection
INTRODUCTION
In 1981 the Chicago antiquarian bookseller Terry Tanner began developing 
a plan for a history of nineteenth century Illinois newspapers and job print-
ers. This project would entail a revision of Franklin William Scott’s Newspapers 
and Periodicals of Illinois, 1814-1879 (1910) and Cecil K. Byrd’s A Bibliography 
of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58 (1966). For two decades Tanner assembled copi-
ous notes, which filled boxes, binders, metal filing drawers, and cartons, not 
to mention the margins of the books he used as secondary sources. Over the 
course of the project, he published two articles under his legal name, Terence 
A. Tanner, entitled “Newspapers and Printing Presses in Early Illinois” (1993) 
and “Some Corrections and Emendations to Cecil K. Byrd’s A Bibliography of Il-
linois Imprints, 1814-58” (2001). In 2002 he donated his notes, organized mainly 
by format or container, to the Illinois Historical Survey at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where they are now part of the Illinois History 
and Lincoln Collections of the University Library. This descriptive inventory 
of the Tanner Collection describes a rich treasury of source material for the 
early history of Illinois and its newspapers and printers. It may also serve as a 
model for work in other states.
TERRy TANNER, ANTIQUARIAN BOOK DEALER
Terence A. Tanner was born in Chicago in 1948. He grew up in the city’s south 
suburbs, where he spent most of his time reading voraciously and earning the 
rank of Eagle Scout. In the late 1960s, he moved from the suburbs to Galesburg, 
where he attended Knox College, majoring in mathematics, and met Clare van 
Norman, the man who would introduce him to the book trade. A 1926 graduate 
of Knox, van Norman had been a Galesburg book dealer for over forty years 
when Tanner first walked into his shop. From that initial meeting, Tanner was 
hooked by the old man’s experience, knowledge, and charm, and over the 
next two years he visited the shop regularly—so regularly, in fact, that on any 
given day customers could listen to the man and the boy, a sorcerer and his 
apprentice, talk about history and antiquarian books. It was during these talks 
in van Norman’s shop that Tanner discovered that his true calling was not in 
mathematics, but in the book trade.
When Tanner graduated from Knox College in 1970, he moved back to Chicago, 
where he found a job working as the office manager for van Allen Bradley, the 
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rare book dealer and literary editor of the Chicago Daily News. Tanner followed 
that job by working as an assistant to the distinguished antiquarian Kenneth 
Nebenzahl (who said Tanner’s “bibliographic expertise, knowledge of literature, 
history, and science was unequaled” [quoted in Hirschland 2004, 6] and, later, 
as an independent book scout for various Chicago dealers. By 1975 Tanner was 
firmly entrenched in the book trade. That year, he became an assistant to the 
well-known booksellers Frances Hamill and Margery Barker. He became the 
sole owner of their firm in 1987, following the death of Ms. Hamill, Ms. Barker 
having died in 1980. It was at Hamill and Barker that Tanner came into his 
own as a book dealer. It was also at Hamill and Barker that Tanner developed 
his interest in Illinois history.
Such background on Tanner’s life in the book trade is essential to understand-
ing the origins of the Tanner Collection. If Tanner had not been a book dealer, 
he may not have developed his interest in Illinois job printers and newspapers. 
Tanner’s professional dealings with several Illinois history collectors exposed 
him to thousands of Illinois imprints. These collectors were interested in early 
Illinois imprints (including broadsides, pamphlets, books, etc.) dating from 
1814 (when Matthew Duncan established the first press in the Illinois Territory) 
to the mid-nineteenth century.
As Tanner found and read these imprints, he discovered a buried Illinois histo-
ry—a history detailing events that have been mostly forgotten, that took place 
in cities and small towns among frontier and pioneer families who left behind 
nothing but their offspring and their few publications. He was fascinated by 
these simple, direct forms of communication, occasionally paid for by individu-
als and produced at a time when people had little to no money—fascinated 
because the lack of money meant that, for whatever reasons (personal, social, 
economic, political, etc.), the individuals who paid for the printing desperately 
wanted their voices to be heard.
Tanner enjoyed searching for these imprints. They exposed him to subtle 
aspects of history that are rarely found in historical writing of any kind. And 
Tanner’s customers enjoyed buying the imprints from such a resourceful and 
knowledgeable dealer; so Tanner continued his search. Little did Tanner know 
that in embarking on this search, he would develop an idea that would blossom 
into a twenty-year project.
In 2002, shortly after the publication of his paper “Some Corrections and 
Emendations to Cecil K. Byrd’s A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58” (2001), 
Tanner found that the topic had simply exhausted his interest. He moved on to 
other pursuits (e.g., editing Arc de Cercle: An International Journal of the History of 
the Mind-Sciences), just before his untimely death from cancer in 2003.
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A LEGACy
The treasury of Tanner’s notes and published items is overwhelming in breadth 
and detail, and invaluable to the field of Illinois history. Tanner’s notes discuss 
190 towns and nearly one thousand newspapers, on thousands of loose leaves 
and nearly nine thousand note cards. It is invaluable because Tanner’s two 
decades of research, while never completed, provide the most extensive study 
known of Illinois job printers and newspapers for the period 1814-58. By the 
time Tanner abandoned the project, he had found over 1,300 items that do not 
appear in Byrd’s bibliography—still today the most definitive work on imprints 
of the period. Furthermore, he had traced narrative histories of hundreds of 
newspapers not mentioned in the Scott bibliography, now a century old. He 
corrected both men, but he published very little of his findings. The Terence A. 
Tanner Collection will almost certainly cement Tanner’s reputation and legacy 
among scholars of Illinois history. yet, as it stands, the Tanner Collection is little 
known by scholars in the field.
REvISING THE HISTORy OF ILLINOIS  
JOB PRINTERS AND NEWSPAPERS
In the early 1980s, the most complete bibliography of early Illinois imprints 
was by Cecil K. Byrd, the Associate University Librarian at Indiana University in 
Bloomington. Byrd’s A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58 (1966) contains 
3,152 items, each annotated to include the imprints’ historical contexts and 
list the printers, authors, titles, publication dates, paginations, dimensions, and 
whereabouts of the items. In his search for early Illinois imprints, Tanner often 
referred to Byrd for descriptions of items. After all, Byrd’s bibliography was the 
best resource available at the time.
yet Tanner found that Byrd’s work was often imperfect: the wrong pagination 
was listed, the measurement of the dimensions was off, or even the wrong printer 
was cited. Sometimes Byrd included items that were not printed in Illinois 
during the time period (twenty-five of the items fall into this category). Other 
times, Byrd missed or omitted items entirely. (Byrd, who needed to pursue his 
project when he had time away from his administrative duties, was often too 
quick to rely on assistants without checking their work.)
During the 1970s, Tanner occasionally came across an imprint that was not listed 
in Byrd’s bibliography, but he gave little thought to such an omission; Tanner 
reasoned that, in a project so large, Byrd was bound to miss a few imprints here 
and there. By the early 1980s, however, Tanner’s views had changed. While he 
still acknowledged that Byrd’s bibliography was an important and useful work, 
several key events caused him to wonder just how many imprints Byrd had 
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missed. The first event occurred in the summer of 1981, when Tanner discov-
ered about fifty unrecorded broadsides in the Knox College Archives. Shortly 
thereafter, Tanner’s fascination with Mormon history led him to inquire about 
several unrecorded Illinois imprints held by the Historical Department of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in Salt Lake City. His inquiry un-
covered many additional imprints that did not appear in Byrd’s bibliography. 
Those discoveries, paired with news that the Illinois State Historical Library (now 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library) had cataloged nearly two hundred 
broadsides from the period, all of which were inaccessible to Byrd, caused Tan-
ner to believe that Byrd had omitted hundreds, if not thousands, of imprints 
from his bibliography. Once Tanner came to this realization, he decided that 
something needed to be done and that he was the man to do it.
In late 1981, Tanner launched a research project with the intention of pub-
lishing a supplement to Byrd’s bibliography, covering the years 1814 to 1858. 
Byrd selected 1814 as his starting date because that was the year the first press 
was established in Illinois (though it was not the State of Illinois until 1818), 
in Kaskaskia; and he selected 1858 as his end date because after completing 
his annotations for that year, he grew tired of the project. Early in Tanner’s 
research, he consulted Franklin William Scott’s Newspapers and Periodicals of 
Illinois,1814-1879 (1910), which Byrd had used for many of his annotations. 
Tanner quickly discovered that Scott’s work was not always reliable because 
his research relied heavily on the reminiscences of pioneers, as incorporated 
in the county histories of the period. Seeing another opportunity to improve 
upon the research of an earlier generation, Tanner decided that, in addition to 
correcting Byrd, he would also update the history of Illinois newspapers. (This 
makes sense, given that most job printers also published newspapers.)
Tanner believed it was important to correct Byrd and Scott because the imprints 
and newspapers of the nineteenth century provide a more realistic picture of 
frontier life than the county histories that were printed later in that century. 
County histories, Tanner reasoned, “were celebrations of progress and survival, 
and emphasized the material success of those who prospered” (1993, 103; citing 
Davis 1979). Historical newspapers, on the other hand, show us how hard it was 
to live in Illinois in the nineteenth century. They reveal the rampant failure 
that took place all over the area, as Illinoisans struggled to stake their place in 
a new state. What is more, the histories of the newspapers themselves mirrored 
the struggle of the pioneers who read them. Papers opened, they had trouble 
finding printing supplies, they couldn’t get subscribers to pay their bills, they 
took on and dropped political affiliations or shifted editorial emphasis, they 
moved to different towns, or they simply closed.
For Tanner, to understand the history of these newspapers is to understand how 
Illinois fit into the national picture in the nineteenth century; the same goes 
for the history of imprints. Tanner writes, “Frontier printing was part of the 
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complex process by which frontier regions were integrated into the national ex-
perience, and the productions of the pioneer Illinois printers provide evidence 
about the development of what might be termed ‘literacy markets’ within the 
state and the manner in which those local markets interacted with the larger 
and more complex national literacy markets that developed in the nineteenth 
century” (2001, 124). Thus, the study of Illinois newspapers and imprints is of 
more than a purely local value; to understand the history of these items and 
the effects they had on their readers is to understand the evolution of printing, 
reading and, in a way, education, in America, from the founding of our first 
press to the present day. That is why Tanner thought his work was important. 
It also helps to explain his fierce commitment over two decades.
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In addition to the files on Illinois Job Printers and Newspapers, the Tanner Col-
lection includes miscellaneous other materials, including Tanner’s bibliography 
of the novelist Frank Waters, notes for a bibliographical essay on Thomas Ford’s 
History of Illinois (1854), and several Hamill & Barker catalogues.
PUBLICATIONS
Box 1 
1. Tanner, Terence A. “Newspapers and Printing Presses in Early Illinois.” 
American Periodicals 3 (1993): 100-13.
Tanner criticizes the methodology behind Franklin William Scott’s Newspapers 
and Periodicals of Illinois, 1814-1879 and argues that newspapers are “among the 
most useful and . . . most often ignored artifacts in the scholarly landscape” 
(1993, 100). Throughout the essay, Tanner uses concrete examples involving 
printers and newspapers from the period to explain how exchange notices, 
advertisements, and imprints can teach new generations about local history 
and the growth and development of the Midwest as it relates to the country 
as a whole.
Part II.  
An Inventory of the Tanner Collection
Table 1. Overview Of The COlleCTiOn
inventory no. inventory Description box no. 
 1-2 Publications 1
 3-5 Unpublished Materials in Boxes 2-4
 6-14 Unpublished Materials in Card Boxes 5-12
 15-16 Correspondence and Miscellaneous Materials 13-14
 17-23 Secondary Sources 15
 24-26 Photocopied & Transcribed Imprints of the  
  19th Century  16
 27-30 Supplementary Materials in Three-Ring Binders 17
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2. Tanner, Terence A. “Some Corrections and Emendations to Cecil K. Byrd’s 
A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58.” Journal of Illinois History 4 (Sum-
mer 2001): 123-58.
Tanner argues that Illinois imprints from the period 1814-58 “provide interesting 
and valuable evidence about [local and regional] audiences and their economic, 
political, social, and intellectual development” (2001, 124). Within the frame 
of that argument, Tanner also suggests the deficiencies of Byrd’s bibliography 
and provides a list of corrections to Byrd’s errors.
UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS IN BOxES
history of illinois newspapers. Three boxes, arranged alphabetically by town.
Boxes 2-4 contain Tanner’s notes on the histories of Illinois newspapers, as well 
as his personal correspondence, photocopies of imprints and newspapers (some 
transcribed, rather than photocopied), and photocopies of county histories that 
provide information about printers and newspapers in specific towns; Tanner filed 
each item by town, but in no particular order aside from that. Most of Tanner’s 
folders mix notes with correspondence and photocopies, but for some towns, Tan-
ner only took notes. Tanner’s notes appear on sheets of notebook paper. Despite 
his nearly illegible handwriting, the notes are easy to follow. At the top of each 
page is the name of a newspaper. From there, Tanner divided each page into 
two columns. The left-hand column lists the volume, number, and date of each 
published issue. The right-hand column details any changes in the newspaper’s 
business. From the right-hand column, one can learn about changes in ownership, 
the name of the newspaper, political affiliation, or editorial direction. One can 
also read exchange notices and advertisements for other newspapers.
Many newspapers did not last long. Tanner combined his notes for those news-
papers, so two or more newspapers may appear on one sheet of paper.
To provide an updated, reliable history of Illinois newspapers from 1814 to 1879, 
Tanner utilized a variety of resources, such as the Newspaper Collection at the 
Illinois State Historical Library (now the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library); 
his personal collection of microfilmed newspapers (now in the process of being 
transferred to the University of Illinois Library at Urbana-Champaign); and his 
correspondence with libraries, historical societies, museums, and individuals 
from all over the country (some of which is interfiled with his notes in Boxes 
2-4, the rest of which is in Boxes 14-15).
A good case study that illustrates the usefulness of Tanner’s research compared 
to that of Scott is the brief history of the first newspaper published in Quincy, 
Illinois: the Illinois Bounty Land Register. Fortunately, both Scott and Tanner 
agree that the newspaper began publication in 1835. yet, the men disagree 
about almost everything else.
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Scott dates the paper from 1835 to 1839. Tanner argues that the Illinois Bounty 
Land Register existed from 1835 to April 1836, at which time its owner, Carlo M. 
Woods, sold the paper to John H. Pettit, formerly of Jacksonville. Pettit added 
the word “Argus” to the masthead, creating the new title Argus & Illinois Bounty 
Land Register, which remained the name of the paper until mid-1837.
Scott overlooks the Argus & Illinois Bounty Land Register entirely, skipping ahead 
to the period during which the paper was simply the Argus. Scott lists the dates 
of the Argus as 1839 to 1841 and credits John H. Pettit as its editor. In reality, 
according to Tanner, the Argus & Illinois Bounty Land Register shortened its name 
to the Argus as early as July 1837, around the time when H. v. Sullivan joined 
Pettit and Dunbar Aldrich as co-publishers. Neither Aldrich nor Sullivan are 
recognized by Scott as figureheads of the paper.
Tanner notes that not long after Sullivan joined the firm of Pettit and Aldrich, 
major managerial changes began to occur at the Argus. In the fall of 1837, Wil-
liam F. Karnes bought Sullivan’s share in the business. The following year, Pettit 
sold his share (he would remain as editor until November 1838) to Aldrich 
and Karnes, who dissolved their partnership in June 1838. Aldrich continued 
as publisher until November 1838, when he sold the paper to Karnes and 
Jonathan M. Bassett. Such ownership patterns continued until 1841, when the 
Argus finally ceased publication.
Scott does not delve into any of those details. He never mentions the names of 
Sullivan, Karnes, Bassett, etc. He never mentions changes in ownership. In fact, 
he makes it seem as if Pettit were at the Argus’s helm for its entire print run, 
seamlessly transitioning to the Herald in 1841 (Scott 1910, 290-91). And while it 
is true that Pettit founded the Herald in September 1841, he did so three years 
after his departure from the Argus.
Scott’s Newspapers and Periodicals of Illinois, as this case study suggests, is less 
useful than it should be because it is hampered by an untold number of omis-
sions and incorrect information caused by Scott’s tendency to rely on hearsay 
and pioneer recollections as his sources. Tanner, in comparison, painstakingly 
verified his facts and personally went to great lengths to examine extant copies 
of newspapers. His research, therefore, is much more reliable, making it an 
invaluable resource for scholars of Illinois history.
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a
Abingdon (2)
Albany (2)
Aledo (1)
Alton (51)
Amboy (3)
Antioch (1)
Ashley (2)
Athens (1)
Atlanta (4)
Augusta (1)
Aurora (18)
b
Beardstown (13)
Belleville (28)
Belvidere (3)
Benton (1)
Bloomington (15)
C
Cairo (11)
Caledonia (1)
Cambridge (3)
Camp Point (1)
Canton (11)
Carbondale (1)
Carlinville (3)
Carlyle (5)
Carmi (2)
Carrollton (12)
Carthage (6)
Central City (1)
Centralia (5)
Champaign (6)
Charleston (12)
Chester (10)
Chicago (30)
Chillicothe (3)
Table 2.  illinOis TOwns wiTh newspapers befOre 1879
as recorded in Tanner’s Boxes 2-4. 
The number of newspaper titles is in parentheses.
Clinton (7)
Columbus (3)
D
Danville (12)
Decatur (11)
DeKalb (1)
DeSoto (2)
Dixon (10)
DuQuoin (4)
e
East Dubuque (1)
East St. Louis (2)
Edwardsville (17)
Elgin (7)
Elmwood (1)
Evanston (1)
Ewington (1)
Exeter (1)
f
Fairfield (5)
Farmington (2)
Freeport (6)
Fulton (2)
G
Galena (34)
Galesburg (28)
Galva (2)
Geneseo (4)
Geneva (10)
Girard (2)
Golconda (1)
Grafton (4)
Grand Detour (2)
Grayville (5)
Greenup (3)
Greenville (13)
Griggsville (3)
h
Hamilton (1)
Havana (3)
Hennepin (7)
Henry (3)
Hillsboro (10)
Hutsonville (1)
J
Jacksonville (35)
Jerseyville (12)
Joliet (7)
Jonesboro (3)
K
Kankakee (3)
Kaskaskia (12)
Keithsburg (2)
Kewanee (4)
Knoxville (4)
l
La Harpe (1)
La Salle (1)
Lacon (4)
Lawrenceville (4)
Lebanon (4)
Lewiston (11)
Lick Creek (1)
Lincoln (1)
Litchfield (1)
Little Rock (1)
Lockport (1)
Louisville (2)
Lowell (1)
continued
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M
Macomb (7)
Marion (1)
Marshall (5)
McLeansboro (1)
Mendota (1)
Metamora (3)
Metropolis (3)
Moline (2)
Monmouth (3)
Monticello (4)
Morris (4)
Morrison (1)
Mound City 3)
Mount Carmel (4)
Mount Carroll (4)
Mount Morris (5)
Mount Sterling (4)
Mount vernon (3)
Murphysboro (1)
n
Naperville (7)
Naples (3)
Nashville (4)
Nauvoo (11)
New Boston (2)
Newton (2)
O
Olney (5)
Oquawka (2)
Oregon (2)
Oswego (1)
Ottawa (6)
p
Palestine (4)
Pana (2)
Paris (8)
Pekin (15)
Peoria (56)
Peru (17)
Petersburg (3)
Pinckneyville (1)
Pittsfield (7)
Plano (1)
Plymouth (1)
Polo (6)
Pontiac (3)
Port Byron (1)
Prairie City (2)
Princeton (7)
Q
Quincy (38)
r
Raleigh (2)
Robin’s Nest (1)
Robinson (1)
Rochelle (1)
Rock Island (28)
Rock Spring (2)
Rock Well (7)
Rockford (9)
Rushville (12)
s
St. Charles (14)
Salem (8)
Sandwich (1)
Savanna (1)
Shawneetown (20)
Shelbyville (9)
Sparta (12)
Springfield (74)
Sterling (5)
Sullivan (1)
Sycamore (3)
T
Tamaroa (1)
Taylorville (1)
Tiskilwa (1)
Toledo (1)
Toulon (2)
Tremont (3)
U-v
Urbana (3)
vandalia (31)
vermont (3)
virginia (2)
w
Warren (1)
Warsaw (13)
Washington (1)
Waterloo (5)
Watseka (4)
Waukegan (7)
Wheaton (2)
Wilmington (1)
Winchester (7)
Woodstock (5)
Table 2.  illinOis TOwns wiTh newspapers befOre 1879
as recorded in Tanner’s Boxes 2-4. 
The number of newspaper titles is in parentheses.
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Box 2
3. History of Illinois Newspapers, A-H (no I). Approx. 1,300 leaves in 85 file 
folders.
Original copies or photocopies of newspapers are included for Alton, Cairo, 
Chicago, Edwardsville, Evanston, Galesburg, Geneva, and Greenville. Tanner 
also wrote brief narratives about the history of newspapers in Aurora, Bloom-
ington, Danville, Freeport, Galena, Geneseo, and Greenville. Photocopied 
excerpts from county histories propose the origins of newspapers in Chicago, 
Freeport, and Galesburg. A history of Alton printing and newspapers appears 
in gazetteer format, with Byrd item numbers included.
Box 3
4. ——, J-S. Approx. 2,100 leaves in 100 file folders.
Original copies of newspapers are included for Jacksonville (Morgan Journal), 
Nauvoo (Neighbor and Expositor), and Sycamore (The Republican Sentinel). Pho-
tocopies of newspapers are included for Lewiston, Mount Carmel, Nauvoo, 
Paris, Rock Well, Rushville, Shawneetown, Shelbyville, Sparta, Springfield, and 
Sterling. Tanner also wrote brief narratives about the history of newspapers in 
Jacksonville, Lewiston, Macomb, Naperville, Nashville, Nauvoo, Peoria, Quincy, 
Rockwell, Rockford, St. Charles, and Springfield. Photocopied excerpts from 
county histories propose the origins of newspapers in Jerseyville, Kaskaskia, 
Lick Creek, Mound City, Nauvoo, Peoria, Peru, Rockford, St. Charles, and 
Shawneetown.
One file folder includes approximately 100 transcriptions of broadsides from 
the Nauvoo Times & Seasons (1839-46). Another file folder contains the March 
1994 issue of Forbes American Heritage magazine, which contains an article about 
Abraham Lincoln in which the Rock Spring newspaper Pioneer of the Valley of the 
Mississippi plays a prominent role.
Box 4
5. ——, T-W (no x-Z). Approx. 400 leaves in 23 file folders.
Photocopies of newspapers are included for vandalia and Warsaw. Tanner also 
wrote brief narratives about the history of newspapers in Urbana and vandalia. 
Photocopied excerpts from county histories propose the origins of newspapers 
in Urbana, Warsaw, and Woodstock (including all of McHenry County).
11
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UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS IN CARD BOxES
boxes 5-12. files of 3”5” note cards, arranged alphabetically by illinois town 
in boxes 5-10, by sections in boxes 11-12.
Tanner’s note cards detail changes in newspapers’ ownership, names, politi-
cal affiliation, and editorial direction; contain transcriptions of imprints; and 
provide narrative histories of select newspapers through the use of prospectus 
announcements and exchange notices.
The note cards contain more detailed information about the day-to-day opera-
tions of the newspapers than Tanner’s notes in Boxes 2-4. Specifically, the cards 
contain transcriptions of imprints and prospectus announcements, and notes 
on exchange notices that help to establish the histories of newspapers. Job 
printers that owned newspapers often used advertising space to announce the 
publication of new imprints and to publicize the founding of new newspapers 
(in a type of announcement called a prospectus).
In his research of newspapers, Tanner found many such advertisements and 
prospectus announcements that not only led to the discovery of previously 
unlisted imprints but also clarified the histories of many newspapers that were 
assumed lost. The prospectus announcement served as an invaluable tool for 
Tanner because it allowed him to understand why Scott had listed so many news-
papers that were not held by the Illinois State Historical Library. The reason why 
the ISHL lacked so many newspaper titles was not because every copy of “lost” 
newspapers had perished but because the “lost” newspapers had never existed. 
Scott had listed them when he saw their prospectus announcements.
In the early years, most Illinois printers depended on exchange notices for 
out-of-town news stories. In his 2001 article, Tanner defined exchange notices 
as “editorial notices acknowledging a newspaper received for the purpose of 
exchange” (125). In his 1993 article, he explained the function of exchange 
notices: “Before the widespread use of the telegraph, most papers took their 
news items from other newspapers with which they exchanged papers, and they 
customarily devoted a line or two to acknowledge that they had received the first 
issue of a new paper sent to them for exchange purposes” (100). In studying 
exchange notices, Tanner was able to create narrative histories of newspapers 
that do not survive in hard copy, from their founding to their folding; he was 
able to date previously undated periodicals; and he was able to refute the ex-
istence of newspapers that were publicized in prospectus announcements but 
were never produced.
All of Tanner’s transcriptions of important imprint and prospectus announce-
ments and exchange notices are on note cards in Boxes 5-10. For a clearer idea 
about the years of operation for each paper, see Boxes 2-4.
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Box 5 
6. Illinois Newspapers, A through Chicago. Approx. 1,050 cards.
Box 6
7. Illinois Newspapers, Chicago through H. Approx. 1,050 cards.
Box 7
8. Illinois Newspapers, I through O. Approx. 1,025 cards.
Box 8
9. Illinois Newspapers, P through R. Approx. 1,100 cards.
Box 9
10. Illinois Newspapers, S through Z. Approx. 1,000 cards.
11. Printer’s Index, A-B. Approx. 300 cards, in two sections: 1. arranged alpha-
betically by the printer’s last name, or by the name of the job print office 
2. arranged alphabetically by town.
Tanner wrote of Byrd’s bibliography: “The book’s one glaring deficiency is its 
lack of an index to the printers represented in the entries” (2001, 124). Tanner 
solved that deficiency by creating such an index. The “Printer’s Index,” filling 
1,700 note cards, includes the following information: the name of the printer 
(or job print office), the town where the press was located, the printer’s years 
in operation, the name of the printer’s newspaper (if applicable), and the 
printer’s item numbers in Byrd.
Box 10
12. Printer’s Index, C-Z. Approx. 1,400 cards.
Box 11
13. Corrections to Byrd. Approx. 1,100 3”5” note cards, in two sections: Sec-
tion 1: arranged in numerical order, by Byrd item number, and Section 2: 
arranged chronologically; 1 carton.
Tanner transferred most of the margin notes from his copy of Byrd to cards. 
Those cards, arranged numerically by Byrd’s item numbers, are in Box 11. 
However, some cards simply read, “See note.” Box 11 also includes handwritten 
transcriptions of many unrecorded Illinois imprints.
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Box 12
14. Notes on Mormon Imprints, Illinois Maps, Paper Mills, Bookbinders, Etc. 
Approx. 1,100 3”x5” note cards, in three sections.
 Section 1: Poems printed in Mormon Illinois newspapers (700 note cards), 
arranged alphabetically by newspaper, then alphabetically by author.
 Section 2: History of Mormon newspapers and printers in Illinois (200 
note cards), arranged chronologically. Tanner used exchange notices, 
prospectus announcements, and newspaper articles to retrace the history 
of Mormon newspapers and printers.
 Section 3: Maps, paper mills, bookbinders, etc. (200 note cards). Con-
tains notes on newspaper advertisements, exchange notices, and pro-
spectus announcements about Illinois maps; also contains information 
about the establishment of new paper mills, bookbinderies, book stores, 
and miscellaneous newspapers.
CORRESPONDENCE AND MISCELLANEOUS MATERIALS
Box 13
15. Byrd Supplement. 13 file folders.
a. American Antiquarian Society, 1983-86. 17 leaves. Correspondence 
with Carolyn Allen, Keith Arbour, Marcus McCorison, and Joyce Ahn 
Tracy at the American Antiquarian Society, concerning omissions 
from Byrd; with photocopies of the title pages for items owned by 
the AAS, per Byrd’s annotations.
b. Goudy, Robert. Notes and Sources. 23 leaves. The file folder contains 
notes and photocopies about the vandalia printer Robert Goudy, 
including a photocopied excerpt of Ensley Moore’s “A Notable Il-
linois Family” (1908), which profiles Goudy and his offspring. Moore 
writes that a Goudy imprint, John Mason Peck’s Gazetteer of Illinois 
(1834), “was probably the first book, other than law or legislative 
reports, printed and bound in Illinois.” The folder also contains 
transcriptions of five 1833 Illinois newspaper articles (8/17/1833-
10/5/1833), as well as photocopies of the journals of the Illinois 
House and Senate, that suggest Goudy was the printer of The Revised 
Laws of Illinois . . . (1833). Due to the extensiveness of Goudy’s work, 
the “Robert Goudy” imprint appears several times in Byrd (yet his 
work from the period 1833-1834 is excluded entirely).
c. Illinois and Missouri State Directory [of Printers] for 1854-55. St. Louis: 
Montague, 1854. 2 leaves. A photocopied excerpt from the Illinois 
and Missouri State Directory for 1854-55, with names and addresses of 
prominent Illinois printers.
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d. Illinois State Historical Society (ALPL), 1984-91. 86 leaves in two file 
folders. Correspondence with Laura Berk, Roger Bridges, Jennifer 
Ericson, Janice Petterchak, Thomas Schwartz, and Sandra Stark of 
the Illinois State Historical Library (now the Abraham Lincoln Presi-
dential Library), and Roy Turnbaugh of the Illinois Archives, about 
the existence and/or printed histories of Illinois newspapers, some-
times with photocopies or note-filled lists of newspapers attached.
e. Individuals, 1982-93. 71 leaves in two file folders. Correspondence 
with book dealers, private collectors, professors, librarians, employ-
ees of historical societies, and amateur historians that confirms the 
locations and physical details of imprints that appear or do not 
appear in Byrd (with some photocopied imprints included). Tanner 
often wrote to express his appreciation.
f. Library of Congress, 1984-85, 1992. 29 leaves. Correspondence with 
Library of Congress staff members Frank J. Carroll and James Gil-
reath that confirms the locations and physical details of imprints in 
or not in Byrd. 
g. Miscellaneous Libraries, 1982-93. 154 leaves in three file folders. 
Correspondence with librarians that confirms the locations and 
physical details of imprints in or not in Byrd. Among the correspon-
dence are letters from Cecil Byrd (dated 22 Sept. 1983 and 4 Feb. 
1985). Again, Tanner often wrote to express his appreciation.
h. Nord, David. The Children of Isaiah Thomas: Notes on the Historiography 
of Journalism and of the Book in America. Worchester, Mass.: American 
Antiquarian Society, 1987. 32 leaves. Nord’s The Children of Isaiah 
Thomas: Notes on the Historiography of Journalism and of the Book in 
America discusses the history of the press in America and criticizes 
the histories that have been written about the press. Tanner used the 
essay as a guide for his own research. Tanner’s scant marginal notes 
suggest that he wanted to avoid the mistakes of his peers.
Box 14
16. Mormon Printers in Illinois. 4 file folders. 74 leaves.
a. Church of Latter-Day Saints Historical Dept., Salt Lake City, 1983-92. 
Correspondence with staff of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints Historical Department about Mormon imprints published 
in Illinois and elsewhere during the nineteenth century. Correspon-
dents include Grant Allen Anderson and Donald T. Schmidt. The 
folder also includes correspondence with Peter Crawley and Chad 
Flake (whose Mormon Bibliography served as a rich resource for 
Tanner in locating Mormon imprints in Byrd) from Brigham young 
University. Some of the correspondence concerns research on Mor-
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mon history and does not apply directly to the Byrd bibliography. 
Some photocopied imprints are enclosed (including an early map of 
Nauvoo).
b. Harris, Michael H. “‘Spiritual Cakes Upon the Waters’: The Church 
as a Disseminator of the Printed Word on the Ohio valley Frontier to 
1850.” Wilmore, Ky.: Asbury Theological Seminary, 1975. 41 leaves. 
Photocopy of Michael H. Harris’s study of Mormon printing in nine-
teenth century America. Tanner underlined notable passages and 
added margin notes throughout the text.
c. Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Indepen-
dence, MO, 1983-92. 10 leaves. Correspondence with staff of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Library in 
Independence, MO. Correspondents include L. Madelon Brunson, 
Sara Hallier, and Patricia Struble. Half the correspondence pertains 
to Tanner’s update of Byrd; the other half deals with his study of the 
Book of Mormon.
d. yale University. The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
1983-99. 34 leaves. Correspondence with George Miles of the Bei-
necke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at yale, about Mormon 
Illinois imprints. Additional correspondents include Bill Reese (who 
enclosed a photocopy of “A Sketch of the Biography of Ex-Gen. J.C. 
Bennett, and his ‘Awful Disclosures’”) and Peter Crawley (who wrote 
about communications between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints Historical Department and yale).
SECONDARy SOURCES
Box 15
17. Byrd, Cecil K. A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1966. Arranged chronologically and, within the chronol-
ogy, alphabetically by author/title.
Tanner’s personal copy of Byrd was a major resource in his work. He used the 
book not only as a guide in confirming the existence of imprints and in locating 
imprints in hard copy but also as a notebook for writing down his observations 
and corrections to Byrd’s annotations.
Each page features Tanner’s notes, written in the margins in blue, black, and red 
ink (and sometimes in pencil), as well as Byrd’s annotations as they originally 
appeared. I write “originally appeared” because Tanner, though he filled the 
margins with reckless abandon, took great care in leaving Byrd’s annotations 
in tact. Since both Tanner’s notes and Byrd’s annotations are legible, it is often 
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easy to determine where and why Tanner made corrections.
Tanner’s handwritten margin notes correct several different kinds of errors. Byrd 
included many items with incorrect authors, pagination, dimensions, formats, 
places of publication, and years of publication (see Illustration 1).
For each imprint, Byrd also listed the item’s current location. Though most of 
those annotations are correct, in a few cases they are not. yet such errors are 
not entirely Byrd’s fault. Sometimes Byrd was unable to locate an imprint in 
hard copy. If, however, he had proof that an imprint once existed, either from 
transcriptions, photocopies, or library records, he included it in his bibliography 
and noted where the item was supposed to be located (for instance, the location 
of Byrd’s Item # 808 appears as “IJI [unable to locate, 1956],” meaning that 
Illinois College supposedly owned the item, but that the librarian was not able 
to find it). Tanner located as many of these “missing” items as he could, and 
noted the locations in the margins of Byrd. Tanner also updated the locations 
for imprints which had been purchased or sold since the publication of Byrd’s 
bibliography (current through 2001) (see Illustration 2).
Annotations for imprints that did not originally appear in Byrd’s bibliography 
are also absent from Tanner’s copy of the book. Tanner did not try to add the 
1,300+ omitted imprints to his copy of Byrd (e.g., by rebinding the book with 
corrections added or inserting slips of paper into the correct places). Rather, 
his supplement, including both corrections and omissions, exists elsewhere: on 
note cards in Box 11, in notes written on photocopies of imprints in Boxes 2-4, 
and chiefly in the form of his 2001 essay, “Some Corrections and Emendations 
to Cecil K. Byrd’s A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58.”
Putting Tanner’s Byrd Supplement to Use
Though Tanner’s research could be used in a number of scholarly pursuits 
(i.e., to study Illinois’ general history, printing history, newspaper history, etc.), 
book dealers and collectors might utilize Tanner’s Byrd supplement to obtain 
accurate descriptions of Illinois imprints. Tanner’s expansion of many of Byrd’s 
annotations makes the imprints involved sound more attractive, desirable, and 
valuable. These additions, in turn, could prove essential in the dealer’s/collec-
tor’s hunt for a particular publication. 
For instance, Byrd’s entry for Item # 2441, John Gager’s “Chicago city directory” 
[1856], contains a basic description of the item’s contents. It gives no indication 
of any special illustrations or other decorative flourishes. Byrd’s entry, in fact, 
makes the item sound like nothing special. yet in Tanner’s notes, the imprint 
becomes much more appealing. He adds to Byrd’s contents note: “9 inserted 
plates of commercial block, 12 inserted color ads, one portrait of Major Dyer, 
and one engraved view of Chicago—all called for in index.” As this example 
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illus. 1. Terry Tanner’s notes in his personal copy of Cecil K. byrd’s  
A Bibliography of Illinois Imprints, 1814-58, p. 79. 
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illus. 2. Tanner’s notes in byrd, p. 496.
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suggests, the specificity of Tanner’s additions increases the clarity and usability 
of many of Byrd’s annotations.
In other cases, where Byrd’s annotations are not clear or usable to begin with, 
Tanner’s research is even more useful. Since Byrd often made mistakes in his 
annotations, in many instances his bibliography could prove misleading for deal-
ers and collectors. For that reason, Tanner’s corrections may be the difference 
between identifying an imprint correctly or not finding an imprint at all.
For example, a collector was interested in Byrd Item # 2066, James van Zandt 
Blaney’s “‘valedictory address to the graduating class in Rush Medical College. 
For session 1853-54.’ Chicago: Ballantine & Randolph, 1854.” Using Byrd’s 
citation, the collector searched AbeBooks for the imprint, but he found noth-
ing. Eventually he inquired about the imprint at a local book shop. The book 
dealer happened to know about Tanner’s work; suspecting that the Byrd entry 
was incorrect, the dealer called the Illinois History and Lincoln Collections and 
asked its staff to check Tanner’s notes for Byrd Item # 2066.
As it turns out, Byrd’s entry for 2066 is incorrect. The imprint for 2066 is not 
Ballantine & Randolph, as Byrd suggests, but instead it is Ballantine & Co., 
located at No. 63 Clark Street, near the corner of Randolph Street. The design 
of the imprint likely made its source confusing, and Byrd (or his researchers) 
assumed that Randolph was one of the printers, rather than the address. While 
the error seems harmless enough, it made it impossible for the collector to 
locate the imprint on the AbeBooks website.
Before calling the Illinois History and Lincoln Collections, the book dealer 
performed both title and author searches in AbeBooks. Like the collector, he 
found nothing. yet there was a copy for sale on the AbeBooks website. The dealer 
and collector could not find it, because both the AbeBooks author and title 
entries contained typos. In this case, correct information about the publisher 
proved essential to finding the imprint in the AbeBooks system. By searching 
for “Ballantine & Co.” in the advanced search publisher field, combined with 
variations on the author’s name and title, the dealer found a copy of Blaney’s 
“valedictory address…” for US $15. Without Tanner’s research, the dealer and 
collector may have never found the imprint.
18. Historical Records Survey. Checklist of Chicago Ante-fire Imprints, 1851-1871. 
1938. Reprint, New york: Kraus Reprint, 1964. Arranged chronologically 
(and alphabetically within the chronology).
Checklist of Chicago Ante-fire Imprints, 1851-1871 resulted from a WPA project 
initiated by Douglas McMurtrie (see Item 23) and continued by the Historical 
Records Survey. Beginning where McMurtrie left off with his bibliography (1851) 
and ending with the year of the Chicago Fire (1871), Checklist was a source 
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Byrd used in his own research (according to his introduction). Tanner used 
his personal copy of Checklist to compare its annotations to Byrd’s annotations 
(for the years 1851-1858). In the margins, Tanner noted which items appear in 
Byrd (including the item numbers that Byrd assigned the imprints) and which 
items Byrd carelessly omitted.
19. Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical Library 61, no. 2 
(1979).
Tanner’s copy of the February 1979 issue of Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the 
Illinois State Historical Library is virtually note-free. Since the issue predates Tan-
ner’s research and is in better condition than the 1980s issues, Tanner must 
have used it infrequently. The issue’s only markings are a series of small blue 
checkmarks next to the list of Alton newspapers.
20. Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical Library 67, no. 3 
(1985).
The March 1985 issue of Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical 
Library provided Tanner with updated annotations and included newly acquired 
newspapers. Tanner obviously used the issue in his research; his notes cover 
most of the relevant “Illinois” pages. He underlined or circled certain issues 
in red ink (likely to note that he had read them), and sometimes he noted the 
names of editors or publishers, dates, or newspaper name changes.
21. Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical Library 70, no. 3-4 
(1988).
The March-April 1988 issue provided Tanner with more updated annotations 
and included newly acquired newspapers. Tanner must have found the March-
April 1988 issue invaluable, based on its condition. Its cover is falling off, while 
its pages are more heavily marked with his characteristic notes and symbols 
(underlining, etc.) than the March 1985 issue.
22. Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical Library 73, no.4 
(1991).
Like the previous issues, the April 1991 issue provided Tanner with updated 
annotations and included newly acquired newspapers. The April 1991 issue 
contains nearly as many notes and symbols as the March-April 1988 issue, but 
it is in much better condition (see Illustration 3).
23. McMurtrie, Douglas C. A Bibliography of Chicago Imprints, 1835-1850. Chicago: 
Wright Howes, 1944. Arranged chronologically (and alphabetically within 
the chronology).
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illus. 3. Tanner’s notes in Illinois Libraries: Newspapers in the Illinois State Historical 
Library 70, no. 3-4 (1988): 185.
In his introduction to his bibliography, Byrd states that he often referred to 
McMurtrie in his research. Tanner used his personal copy of McMurtrie’s 
bibliography to compare its annotations to Byrd’s annotations. In the margins 
Tanner noted which items appear in Byrd (including the item numbers that 
Byrd assigned the imprints) and which items Byrd omitted.
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PHOTOCOPIED AND TRANSCRIBED IMPRINTS  
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURy
Box 16
24. Imprints from Chicago Historical Society. 25 leaves. Transcriptions of im-
prints at the Chicago Historical Society (now the Chicago History Museum). 
Many of the items appear in Byrd (item numbers are noted), but some do 
not (marked “not in Byrd”).
25. Imprints from Illinois State Historical Library (ALPL). 52 leaves in two file 
folders. Transcriptions of imprints at the Illinois State Historical Library 
(now the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library). Many appear in Byrd 
(item numbers are noted), but some do not (marked “not in Byrd”).
26. Miscellaneous Imprints. Approx. 600 leaves in 14 file folders. Transcriptions 
of imprints from various libraries and private collections. Many appear in 
Byrd (item numbers are noted), but some do not (marked “not in Byrd”) 
(see Illustrations 4 and 5).
SUPPLEMENTARy MATERIALS IN THREE-RING BINDERS
Box 17
27. Alton Telegraph Printer’s Scrapbook Transcriptions. 214 leaves, arranged 
chronologically.
The Alton Telegraph Printer’s Scrapbook, housed at the Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library at the University of Illinois Library at Urbana-Champaign, is the most 
complete portfolio of a single Illinois printer’s work from its period. Including 
imprints from 1844 to 1854 (with some items undated) and containing many 
unique items, the Printer’s Scrapbook establishes the Alton Telegraph Job Print Office 
as the most active Illinois print office of the mid-nineteenth century. Before the 
railroad came to the region, St. Louis’s location on the banks of the Mississippi 
River made it the region’s major trade and shipping hub. Alton’s close proxim-
ity to St. Louis likely accounted for the Telegraph’s prominence as a job print 
office (for product advertisements, event announcements, etc.). However, after 
the railroad came to the region, Chicago became a more prominent center of 
trade, and the Alton Telegraph’s active business declined.
Given the prominence of the Alton Telegraph Job Print Office, Tanner used the 
Printer’s Scrapbook as a major resource in determining the accuracy of Byrd’s 
bibliography. Tanner copied the text of every imprint in the Scrapbook and 
compared his annotations to Byrd’s. He found that Byrd had included many, 
but not all, of the items from the Scrapbook, which caused Tanner to believe that 
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illus. 4. Association of the Kaskaskia Regular Baptist, 1852.  
This four-page imprint, minutes from the Association’s annual meeting,  
was printed by the “Age of Steam” office of vandalia.  Byrd lists the imprint as  
Item # 1808 (note Tanner’s annotation in the top left corner).
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illus. 5. Association of the Kaskaskia Regular Baptist, 1853.  
Minutes from the Association’s 1853 annual meeting were also printed by the  
“Age of Steam” office. However, Byrd accidentally omitted this item from his 
bibliography (note Tanner’s annotation, “Not in Byrd,” in the top left corner).  
Tanner eventually uncovered over 1,300 omitted imprints. 
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Byrd had likely omitted an untold number of imprints from his bibliography. 
A brief history of the Alton Telegraph Job Print Office appears on note cards in 
Box 9 of the collection.
28-30. Binders 2-4: Illinois Printed Forms. Arranged alphabetically by town.
 Binder 2: A–P. 85 imprints.
 Binder 3: Q–Shawneetown. 22 imprints.
 Binder 4: Springfield–Z. 151 imprints.
In his research, Tanner collected over 250 imprints from the nineteenth century. 
His collection of “Illinois Printed Forms” served as a supplement to his work 
with Byrd. Many of the imprints in the binders appear in Byrd, but some do not 
(marked “not in Byrd” in notes). Many others date from after 1858, meaning that 
they are not part of the project. Tanner’s notes on the imprints (i.e., whether an 
imprint appears in Byrd, and if it does, what its item number is) are stored in Box 
9. Tanner’s collection ranges wildly in design, quality, and subject matter. There 
are promissory notes, marriage licenses, sales receipts, deeds, bills of indictment, 
and tax forms, as well as many other types of documents. Some of the items feature 
elegant lettering or decorative borders; some are very plain. Some of the items 
were printed on high-quality paper, and today look the same as they did on the 
day they were created. Some have deteriorated beyond repair. (See Illustrations 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11.)
illus. 6. state of illinois military appointment, 1826. This military appointment, 
signed by Governor Edward Coles and Secretary of State George Forquer, exemplifies 
the bold, clean design of official military documents from the period.  Its printer 
was Robert Blackwell, of vandalia, who became the state’s official printer in 1820.  
Blackwell later served as a state representative (1832-36) and state senator (1840-42).
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illus. 7. bond for Tavern license, 1837.  
This document, printed by E. T. & C. Goudy Printers (of the Goudy family;  
see Inventory # 15), allowed the town of Naples, Ill., to establish a watering hole.   
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illus. 8. Charleston lewd house, 1843. This Bill of Indictment, with its  
typically plain design, charges a Charleston woman with “keeping a lewd house.” 
illus. 9. richards 
and fox printers, 
springfield, marriage 
license, 1854. By 
the mid-nineteenth 
century, printers 
in some larger 
towns and cities in 
Illinois began using 
beautiful colors and 
lavish ornamentation 
in their work. This 
marriage license 
was printed entirely 
in red ink, with 
an assortment of 
typefaces and an 
attractive border.
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illus. 10. scripps, bross & spears promissory note, 1856. Perhaps the most beautiful 
imprint in Tanner’s collection, this promissory note was printed on a light yellow 
background and features subtle browns, greens, reds, and blues.  It is also notable for 
its conspicuous printer’s mark.
illus. 11.  
richards and 
smith printers, 
springfield, 
naturalization 
certificate, 1856. 
This simple, 
tasteful, 
naturalization 
certificate, 
which granted 
a German-
born man U.S. 
citizenship, is 
notable for its 
signatory, James 
H. Matheny, 
who served as 
the best man 
at Abraham 
and Mary Todd 
Lincoln’s 1842 
wedding.
29
The Terence A. Tanner Collection
The printed forms suggest how printing changed in Illinois over a relatively short 
time. Tanner collected many imprints from certain print offices, so one can see 
how the work changed as the operations of individual printers became more 
profitable and grew. For instance, a marriage license printed by Springfield’s 
Journal Print in 1838 is remarkably different from a marriage license crafted 
by that same printer 18 years later. The 1838 license uses fewer words and only 
two typefaces, while the 1856 license uses more words, features a more elegant 
layout, adds ornamental borders and other flourishes, and utilizes multiple 
typefaces (see Illustrations 12 and 13).
illus. 12. Journal print, springfield, marriage license, 1838.
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Thus, one can trace how job printing changed in Illinois simply by examining 
the changes made by one successful printer over time. Tanner wrote brief his-
tories of the job printers whose works fill Binders 2-4. Those histories appear 
on note cards in Boxes 9 and 10 of the collection.
    
illus. 13. Journal print, springfield, marriage license, 1856.
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